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Summary:  As  a presidential  candidate,  Lee  Myoung-bak  called  for 


15.  (C)  President  Lee  has  made  concerted  efforts  to  improve  relations  with  Tokyo,  which  were  significantly  strained  during  the  Roh  Moo-hyun  era 
So  far,  Lee's  efforts  have  yielded  some  success,  although  Blue  House  officials  would  argue  that  results  would  have  been  far  better  had 
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creative  reconstruction"  of  Korea's  foreign  policy.  In  his  February 


In  a February  2007  speech  that  has  widely  come  to  be  known  as  the  "MB  Doctrine,"  presidential  candidate  Lee  Myung-bank  firmed  up  his  vi 


first  visit  to  Beijing,  he  and  Hu  issued  a joint  statement  which  upgraded  the  Korea-China  relationship  to  a "strategic  coc 


